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Eternal Investm ent D ecisions 
 

 

Philosophy 
C haritable giving decisions are eternal investm ent decisions (M atthew  6:19-21), and as w e m ake 

these decisions, w e w ant to give serious thought to Biblical direction and the leading of the H oly 

Spirit in our lives.  G od says, “from  everyone w ho has been given m uch, m uch w ill be required; and 

to w hom  they entrusted m uch, of him  they w ill ask all the m ore” (Luke 12:48).  T hus as our ability to 

give increases, our consideration of w here w e give m ust be given increased attention. 

 

 

B iblical G uidelines 
G od’s w ord clearly instructs us regarding areas in w hich w e should be investing our financial 

resources. 
 

1. T he local church  

♦ G alatians 6:6; I C orinthians 9:11,14; R om ans 15:27; I T im othy 5:18 
 

2. T he fulfillm ent of the G reat C om m ission  

♦ M atthew  28:18-20; M ark 16:15 
 

3. T he needy – (including the poor, w idow s, and orphans)  

♦ I John 3:17; Jam es 2:15-16; I T im othy 6:17-19; M atthew  25:35; I T im othy 5:9,16 

 

 

D evelopm ent of a G iving Strategy 
A s you begin to develop your giving strategy, it w ill be helpful for you to consider som e of the 

various alternatives available.  T hen, as you pray and seek G od’s guidance you can m ake decisions 

based upon those alternatives.  T o help you develop your personal giving strategy, w e w ill w alk you 

through a process that w ill include: 

 

1. Eight Basic D ecisions to M ake 

2. Personal Preferences in Y our G iving Strategy 

3. Evaluation of Y our Past G iving H istory 

4. R edesigned Strategy for the C urrent Y ear 

5. G iving Strategy C harts  

6. Im plem enting D ecisions 

 

A lso, w e have attached an “O rganization/Project Evaluation” w hich lists a series of questions that 

you could use in evaluating giving opportunities. 
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B asic D ecisions to M ake 
 

A s you begin to develop your giving strategy, som e of the issues you should give thought to are:  

 
1. Local Church vs. O ther G iving – H ow  m uch or w hat percentage of your giving do you w ant to go to your 

local church as opposed to other investm ent opportunities?  Y ou m ay w ant to distinguish w hether your 

giving to your local church should be tow ard general operations, m issions, or building funds. 

 

2. W orld M issions vs. H om e M issions – W hat percentage of your giving do you w ant to go tow ards w orld 

(international) m ission efforts as opposed to hom e (U .S. – local and national) m ission efforts?  T his is 

especially im portant in light of the fact that 96%  of all C hristian giving in the U .S. goes to local and 

national m inistries and only 4%  goes internationally w here 96%  of the w orlds population lives.  Y ou 

church m ost probably w ill be view ed as a hom e m ission depending upon how  they allocate their 

resources. 

 

3. M onthly Com m itm ents vs. Special G ifts – H ow  m uch of your giving do you w ant to com m it on a 

m onthly basis as opposed to m aking special gifts? 

 

4. G eographical Preferences – A re there certain areas of the w orld that you sense G od w ants you to focus 

on in your giving? 

 

5. Type of M inistry B eing A ccom plished – A part from  your local church, is there a particular type of 

m inistry that you sense G od w ants you to focus on in your giving?  

 

♦ T hree basic types of m inistries to consider are: 

1. O utreach m inistries – evangelism  and church planting 

2. Equipping m inistries – nurture, equipping, training, sem inary, translation 

3. Support/m ercy m inistries – adm inistrators, nurses, teachers, relief w ork, poor, etc. 

♦ Exam ples of projects that m ight fit in w ith these are: Bible translation and distribution, R adio 

m inistry, Evangelistic C rusades, JESU S film  translation, training centers, etc. 

 

6. O rganizations and Projects vs. Individuals – W ould you rather invest in organizations that accom plish 

certain objectives (i.e., evangelism , discipleship, church planting, Bible translation, relief w ork, m ercy 

m inistry, etc.) or w ould you rather invest in individuals (w hether they be N orth A m erican m issionaries or 

national w orkers)? 

 

7. Supporting North A m erican M issionaries vs. National W orkers – If you are looking to support 

individuals, how  m uch of your giving do you w ant to go tow ards supporting m issionaries from  N orth 

A m erica as opposed to supporting national w orkers?  T his is an especially im portant decision in light of 

the fact that national w orkers can often be m ore effective and considerably less expensive than N orth 

A m erican m issionaries. 

 

8. R eached Peoples vs. U nreached Peoples – H ow  m uch of your giving do you w ant to go tow ard 

individuals or projects that are helping to reach already reached peoples as oppose to unreached peoples?  

A n unreached people group is one in w hich there is not a good evangelical church planted in that people 

group that is seeking to w in and disciple others in that group. 
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Personal Preferences in Y our G iving Strategy 
 

Please com plete this form  not on the basis of w here you are in your giving, but on the basis of w here 

you w ould like to be. 

 
1. W hat percentage or am ount of your total giving do you w ant to go tow ards? 

 

Local church __________   O ther giving __________ 

 C om m ents: ______________________________________________________________ 

 

2. W hat percentage or am ount of your total giving do you w ant to go tow ards? 

 

W orld (International) M issions __________  H om e (Local &  N ational) M issions __________ 

C om m ents: ______________________________________________________________ 

 

3. W hat percentage or am ount of your total giving do you w ant to go tow ards? 

 

M onthly com m itm ents __________  Special gifts __________ 

C om m ents: ______________________________________________________________ 

 

4. Is there any particular area in the w orld that G od has im pressed you w ith? 

 

1. ____________________________________ 

2. ____________________________________ 

3. ____________________________________ 

 

5.  Is there any particular type of m inistry you w ould like to direct your giving tow ards? 

        Percentage or A m ount 

1. Local church . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .    ________%    ________ 

2. O utreach m inistries  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   ________%   ________  

3. Equipping m inistries  . . . . . . . . . . . . .   ________%   ________ 

4. Support/m ercy m inistries . . . . . . . . . .   ________%   ________ 

 

6. W hat percentage or am ount of your total giving do you w ant to go tow ards? 

 

O rganizations/Projects __________  Individuals __________ 

C om m ents: ______________________________________________________________ 

 

7. W hat percentage or am ount of your total giving do you w ant to go tow ards? 

 

N orth A m erican m issionaries __________ N ational W orkers __________ 

C om m ents: ______________________________________________________________ 

 

8. W hat percentage or am ount of your total giving do you w ant to go tow ards? 

 

R eached Peoples__________   U nreached Peoples __________ 

C om m ents: ______________________________________________________________ 
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Evaluation of Y our Past G iving H istory 
 

Please com plete this form  based upon how  you have allocated your giving over the past year. 

 
1.  W hat percentage or am ount of your total giving do you w ant to go tow ards? 

 

Local church __________   O ther giving __________ 

 C om m ents: ______________________________________________________________ 

 

2. W hat percentage or am ount of your total giving do you w ant to go tow ards? 

 

W orld (International) M issions __________  H om e M issions (Local &  N ational) __________ 

C om m ents: ______________________________________________________________ 

 

3. W hat percentage or am ount of your total giving do you w ant to go tow ards? 

 

M onthly com m itm ents __________  Special gifts __________ 

C om m ents: ______________________________________________________________ 

 

4. Is there any particular area in the w orld that G od has im pressed you w ith? 

 

1. ____________________________________ 

2. ____________________________________ 

3. ____________________________________ 

 

5.  Is there any particular type of m inistry you w ould like to direct your giving tow ards? 

     Percentage or A m ount 

1. Local church . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .           ________%    ________ 

2. O utreach m inistries  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   ________%   ________  

3. Equipping m inistries  . . . . . . . . . . . . .   ________%   ________ 

4. Support/m ercy m inistries . . . . . . . . . .   ________%   ________ 

 

6. W hat percentage or am ount of your total giving do you w ant to go tow ards? 

 

O rganizations/Projects __________  Individuals __________ 

C om m ents: ______________________________________________________________ 

 

7. W hat percentage or am ount of your total giving do you w ant to go tow ards? 

 

N orth A m erican m issionaries __________ N ational W orkers __________ 

C om m ents: ______________________________________________________________ 

 

8. W hat percentage or am ount of your total giving do you w ant to go tow ards? 

 

R eached Peoples__________   U nreached Peoples __________ 

C om m ents: ______________________________________________________________ 
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R edesigned Strategy for the Current Y ear 
 

A fter looking at your preferences and your past giving history, please com plete this form  on the basis 

of w hat you w ant your strategy to be for the current year. 

 
1. W hat percentage or am ount of your total giving do you w ant to go tow ards? 

 

Local church __________   O ther giving __________ 

 C om m ents: ______________________________________________________________ 

 

2. W hat percentage or am ount of your total giving do you w ant to go tow ards? 

 

W orld (International) M issions __________  H om e (Local &  N ational) M issions __________ 

C om m ents: ______________________________________________________________ 

 

3. W hat percentage or am ount of your total giving do you w ant to go tow ards? 

 

M onthly com m itm ents __________  Special gifts __________ 

C om m ents: ______________________________________________________________ 

 

4. Is there any particular area in the w orld that G od has im pressed you w ith? 

 

1. ____________________________________ 

2. ____________________________________ 

3. ____________________________________ 

 

5.  Is there any particular type of m inistry you w ould like to direct your giving tow ards? 

        Percentage or A m ount 

1. Local church . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .    ________%    ________ 

2. O utreach m inistries  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   ________%   ________  

3. Equipping m inistries  . . . . . . . . . . . . .   ________%   ________ 

4. Support/m ercy m inistries . . . . . . . . . .   ________%   ________ 

 

6. W hat percentage or am ount of your total giving do you w ant to go tow ards? 

 

O rganizations/Projects __________  Individuals __________ 

C om m ents: ______________________________________________________________ 

 

7. W hat percentage or am ount of your total giving do you w ant to go tow ards? 

 

N orth A m erican m issionaries __________ N ational W orkers __________ 

C om m ents: ______________________________________________________________ 

 

 

8. W hat percentage or am ount of your total giving do you w ant to go tow ards? 

 

R eached Peoples__________   U nreached Peoples __________ 

C om m ents: ______________________________________________________________ 
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G iving Strategy Preferred 
 

 

A llocation 

W orld 

(International) 

H om e 

(Local &  N ational) 

 

T otal 

 

Local C hurch 

   

 

O utreach M inistries 

   

 

Equipping M inistries 

   

 

Support/M ercy M inistries 

   

           

          Totals 

   

 

 

G iving Strategy “A s Is” 

 
 

A llocation 

W orld 

(International) 

H om e 

(Local &  N ational) 

 

T otal 

 

Local C hurch 

   

 

O utreach M inistries 

   

 

Equipping M inistries 

   

 

Support/M ercy M inistries 

   

           

          Totals 

   

 

 

G iving Strategy R edesigned 
 

 

A llocation 

W orld 

(International) 

H om e 

(Local &  N ational) 

 

T otal 

 

Local C hurch 

   

 

O utreach M inistries 

   

 

Equipping M inistries 

   

 

Support/M ercy M inistries 

   

           

          Totals 
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Im plem enting D ecisions 
 

A s you have review ed your past giving history and com pared it to the personal preferences that G od 

has im pressed upon you, you m ay need to take som e action to im plem ent changes.  T he action you 

take m ay include the follow ing: 

 

1. Prayerfully com m it to m ake a decision regarding the allocation of your funds.  N o 

decision or a delayed decision is a decision to do nothing.  Set a date to do this by. 

 

2. Finding out how  your local church is spending its m onies. 

 

3. Seeking to develop relationships w ith individuals and/or organizations that are w orking 

in the areas of your preferences. 

 

4. Evaluate your current giving in light of the questions on the O rganization/Project 

Evaluation form . 

 

W e have listed below  the various categories in w hich you can m ake decisions.  Space is provided for 

you to w rite out the action steps that you need to take in each category.  W e w ant to be available to 

help you in any w ay w e can to im plem ent this strategy. 

 
1. Local C hurch vs. O ther G iving ________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

2. W orld M issions vs. H om e M issions ____________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

3. M onthly C om m itm ents vs. Special G ifts ________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

4. G eographical Preferences ____________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

5. T ype of M inistry Being A ccom plished__________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

6. O rganizations and Projects vs. Individuals_______________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

7. Supporting N orth A m erican M issionaries vs. N ational W orkers______________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

8. R eached Peoples vs. U nreached Peoples_________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 
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O rganization/Project Evaluation 
 

A . O rganizational m akeup 

♦ W hat is the history?  H ow  w as it started?  W ho started it?  

♦ W ho are the leaders and w hat is their leadership structure?  A re they m en of vision, faithfulness, 

hum ility, and integrity? 

♦ W hat stage of developm ent is it in (new  m inistry/w ell established m inistry)?  

♦ H ow  are they creatively changing to m eet the challenges of a changing w orld? 

♦ W hat is their purpose?  D o they have a purpose statem ent? 

♦ W hat are their objectives and how  do they accom plish them ? 

♦ H ow  do they finance their m inistry?  (contributions, sales of m aterials, or grants) 

♦ W hat are the three biggest obstacles facing their organization today?  

 

B. Financial Inform ation 

♦ G et a financial statem ent from  them .  A re they audited? 

♦ H ow  m uch cash do they have?  H ow  m uch debt? 

♦ A re they a m em ber of the Evangelical C ouncil of Financial A ccountability (EC FA )?  If not, w hy not? 

♦ W hat percentage of their expenses goes tow ard fundraising costs? 

♦ W hat is their adm inistration charge on their people and projects (10-15% )? 

 

C . M inistry Evaluation 

♦ H ow  long have they been doing this m inistry or project? 

♦ W hy do they think their strategy w ill w ork? 

♦ W hat are the obstacles (faith barriers) that could keep their strategy from  w orking? 

♦ W hat track record do they have in this strategy? 

♦ H ow  m uch prayer support does the organization have? 

♦ D o they know  other organizations that are doing sim ilar things?  W hat is their relationship w ith those 

organizations? 

♦ W ho are their tw o top com petitors and how  are they different? 

♦ W hat do they see to be the long-term  im pact of this project? 

♦ W hat kind of reports or feedback should you expect from  them  on the m oney invested? 

 

D . If a foreign project 

♦ H ow  is their m inistry m ultiplying itself? 

♦ H ow  do they w ork w ith the national church? 

♦ W hat does the national church think about their w ork? 

♦ H ow  are national believers involved in the process? 

♦ If your people and your financial support w ere pulled from  the project/organization, w ould it 

continue or w ould it die?  If it w ould continue, in w hat form ? 

♦ W hat has been the track record of previous projects like this one? 

♦ By w hen w ill you w ork yourself out of a job?  D o you have an exit strategy? 

♦ H ow  is w hat they are doing fitting in w ith w hat G od’s Spirit is doing in their country at this tim e? 

♦ H ow  effective is your m inistry?  H ow  could it be m ore effective? 


