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A Leaner Economy Calls for Smarter Giving

Maximize your giving with non-cash assets

The recent instability in our financial
markets has brought about a period of
uncertainty in one of the most crucial
times for charities - the year-end giving
season. With a sharp downturn in the
economy during these crucial months,
essential ministry to lost and hurting
families, children, and individuals
could be at stake.

But the crisis in our country is also a
time of unique spiritual opportunity.
In trying times, our world needs

the ministry of God’s people like
never before. As the need increases,
Christians must find ways to maintain
or increase their giving as well.

That’s where NCF can help. You may

be able to give more, by giving more
wisely through NCF using your non-
cash assets, also known as “non-liquid
gifts” Non-liquid gifts may help you
maximize your tax savings and increase
your charitable contributions.

Here are some non-liquid gifts you
might consider: 1) real estate, 2) closely
held business interests, 3) restricted
securities, 4) precious metals, 5) loan
notes, 6) estate gifts. 7) retirement
plans, 8) life insurance.

NCEF is a recognized leader in receiving,
managing, and liquidating these types
of assets. We handle the administrative
burden by selling the asset for you and
then placing the net proceeds into your
NCEF Giving Fund or NCF Legacy Fund,
from which you may then recommend
grants to your favorite causes.

If you are unable to make an outright
gift of these assets at this time, there are
alternatives that allow you to give them
today, receive an income stream for the
rest of your life, and then eventually
make a gift at death.

To learn more, call 800.681.6223 or visit
www.nationalchristian.com.

Giving in Uncertain Times
A letter from our President

The waves of recent crises in our
financial markets present many
challenges to all of us. Almost
overnight, we are faced with
tough decisions to make about
our finances and our giving. As
I considered my own personal
response to this crisis, I realized
that this time presents a unique
spiritual opportunity - the
challenge to give out of faith.

This realization came as I read the
story of the widow’s offering in
Mark 12:41-44. As Jesus observed
the crowd giving their offerings

at the temple, He watched as,
“many rich people threw in large
amounts.”

Then, He saw a widow give an
offering that was only worth

a fraction of a penny. Jesus’
response was, “..this widow has
put more into the treasury than
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all the others. They gave out of
their wealth; but she, out of her
poverty, put in everything.” (Mark
12:44)

One application of this text is that
true generosity is not only about
giving out of our wealth, but also
out of our faithful love for Christ.
While very few of us look forward
to trying times, the good news is
it challenges us to give in ways
that will grow our faith. And the
blessing of being closer to Him -
the first and most generous giver
- is worth it all.

No one knows what will happen
in the months ahead. What I do
know is that God is calling us all
to greater faith, and dependence
on Him. And we must trust Him
no matter what direction He takes
us on the Giving Journey.

Working together with you to help
fund the completion of the Great
Commission,

it

David H. Wills
President
The National Christian Foundation

www.nationalchristian.com

Have You Had a “Charitable Check-up” Lately?

Reviewing your strategy is the first key to maximized giving

The seasons are changing and there’s
new energy in the air for getting things
done that you may have been putting
off. So when is the last time you had a
charitable check-up?

Our gift planning experts recommend
scheduling an appointment twice

a year with your NCF Relationship
Manager or your financial advisor

to review your finances and giving
practices. Daylight savings time could
become tax-savings time if you take
time to review your giving strategy
every time you set your clocks forward
and back in the spring and fall.

Because of year-end tax deadlines,
fall is a particularly good time to get
organized with your giving. Here are a
few items to consider:

e Areyou going to pay too much
in taxes this year?

If your income is more than enough
for you to live on this year, you need
to make sure you “max out” your
charitable deductions. That means
giving up to 30% of your Adjusted
Gross Income (AGI) for gifts of non-
liquid assets and up to 50% for cash
donations. If you have a greater
deduction than you need this year, you
can carry it forward to 2009. But you if
give too little, these dollars will be lost
to taxes forever.

¢ What can you do to simplify
your giving?

With the busiest season of the year
approaching, there’s no better time
to simplify your life. More and more,
individuals are doing most or all of
their giving through one place, their
NCF Giving Fund, and then going
online to recommend grants to many
different charities. You can set up
recurring grants, view contribution
and grant history, and quickly
download your records at tax time.

e Do you need your private
foundation?

To further simplify, if you have a
private foundation, you might consider
terminating it and transferring your
resources into an NCF Giving Fund.
In our experience, there are very few
givers whose needs are not met by
these giving vehicles, and they are far
easier to manage. There’s no year-
end granting pressure and they are
typically a less costly alternative with
fewer administrative burdens.

If you’d like to learn more, call NCF at
800.681.6223.



A Passion for Living...and Giving
On the Giving Journey with Al Merritt

Al Merritt approaches life with a spirit
of adventure. So it’s only natural that he
brings excitement and creativity to his
passion for giving, as well.

As a boy growing up in Cincinnati, Al was
an Eagle Scout, and his most enjoyable
hours were spent in the great outdoors
— camping, hiking, and backpacking.
Today, he uses outdoor trips to facilitate
team-building with his company’s
employees in seven countries. He also
supports outdoor programs for inner-
city youth. And he maximizes his ability
to support these efforts with innovative
giving practices he learned through NCE

In 2005, Al and his wife, Patsy, learned
about the principles of Smart Christian
Giving™ at an NCF seminar. Using the
expertise of NCF’s affiliate, the Christian
Community Foundation of South Florida
(CCFSF), the Merritts were able to

New Law Provides Another Chance to Give From Your IRA

donate non-cash assets, such as stock
in their privately-held business, to their
Giving Fund.

They donated a portion of their company
because over time they plan to give
away much more than ten percent of its
value. Planning ahead now means that
they enjoy a tax deduction against their
current income, allowing them to give
today while laying the foundation to do
even greater giving in the future. “As a
result, we will not pay capital gains tax
when the stock is eventually liquidated,
providing even more funds for grants
that we can recommend throughout our
lifetime,” says Al.

Al continues, “We want to support
charities as a family. Partnering with
CCEFSF gives our children an opportunity
to be involved, too.” Patsy is a native of
Jamaica, and the Merritts have gone on

On October 3, 2008, Congress passed The Emergency Economic Stabilization Act

which extends the IRA Charitable Rollover Provision to Dec. 31, 2009. Since the original

provision expired last December 2007, this new law gives you another opportunity
in 2008 and 2009 to make an annual gift of up to $100,000 from your IRA to a public
charity(s), if you qualify. Although gifts to donor-advised funds (such as your NCF
Giving Fund) are not allowed, we can help you give through a “Designated Fund.”

To learn more, call 800.681.6223.

mission there for the past three years,
with their three children, who are now
15,11, and 9.

“We have focused our giving on the
ministries we believe make a difference
in a person’s life, such as programs

for youth development with summer
camps and outdoor adventures. We also
continue to support our church with its
local outreach and mission trips to Port
Antonio, Jamaica,” says Al.

Patsy says, “Al and | have been very
impressed with the knowledge and
personal service from the staff at
CCFSF, as well as the guidance we
received from NCF. We recommend
their solutions for charitable giving
wholeheartedly.”
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Year-end Giving Timetable
Act now on these key deadlines for tax-smart giving

To qualify as 2008 gifts, all transactions must be completed by Dec. 31, 2008. More
complex transactions take time so here are some important giving guidelines to keep
in mind. Should you miss a recommended date, please call us at 800.681.6223.

Find all the forms below at www.nationalchristian.com/forms.

What How When

Call your NCF Relationship Manager or
NCF at 800.681.6223. Submit the Asset By the end of Nov if

Reagiile & Donation Form, along with your asset ~ possible

information.
Initiate transfer and fax Letter of gr(:)‘;(zrl)(lf not held by
Mutual Funds Authorization for Mutual Fund .
Dec 21 (if held by
Transfers.
broker)
Publicly-traded Initiate transfer and fax Letter of Submit request to
Securities* Authorization for Stock Transfers. broker by Dec. 21
Grants** Submit online. Dec 21
Wire Transfers In1t1.a.t ¢ t1:ansfer il Before Dec. 31
Notification Form.
Checks, E-checks, Mail physical checks. S.{0u may also Postmark by Dec.
and Credit Cards fund your account online with an 31, or transfer funds
electronic check or credit card. online before Dec. 31

NCF Holiday Schedule: Closed Nov. 27-28, Dec. 25-26, 2008 and Jan. 1, 2009
*Call NCF for specific dates on gifts of securities in certificate form.
**No need to complete by year-end for tax purposes.
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11625 Rainwater Drive, Suite 500
Alpharetta, Georgia 30009
www.nationalchristian.com | 800.681.6223

The National Christian
Foundation® (NCF)

exists to enable faithful
stewards to give wisely to
further the Gospel of Jesus
Christ. Since 1982, NCF and
our network of Local Christian
Foundation affiliates (LCFs)
has granted more than

$1.8 billion to over 15,000
churches and ministries
around the world.

To learn more or to open your
NCEF Giving Fund’ today, visit
www.nationalchristian.com.

To find an LCF near you, visit
www.localchristianfoundations.org.

11625 Rainwater Drive
Suite 500

Alpharetta Georgia 30009
800.681.6223
www.nationalchristian.com
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