
A few months ago, I asked my oldest 
daughter, Emily, what I had taught her 
about tithing. I really did not know how 
she would respond but was pleasantly 
surprised when she stated, “Dad, you 
didn’t teach me how to tithe, you taught 
me how to give.” Emily’s statement 
was such an encouragement to me 
– evidence that I’ve done something 
right in teaching my kids generosity. 
The principle of living generously 
is something that has been very 
important to me since they were young.

About three years ago, my wife and I set 
up NCF Joy of Giving Funds for our four 
children and gave them as Christmas 
gifts. Two of our children have used 
theirs significantly and our two other 
children are learning to give.

One of my greatest joys is seeing my 
oldest daughter, Emily, (27), develop a 
passion for giving. Sometimes she asks, 
“Dad, are you considering putting more 
money into my Giving Fund?” And I 
say, “Yes, but I’d like for you to do it too.” 
And she does, which gives me great joy.

Here are some of our key insights:

•	 Be intentional – “The biggest gap 
I see is the lack of intentionality on 
the part of parents. Take advantage 
of all the opportunities you have to 
tell your kids where, when, and how 
you are giving.” – Erik

•	 Lead by example – “My dad’s 
example speaks a lot louder than 
our conversations.” – Emily

•	 Be creative – “Parents complain that 
they are too busy. Whenever I had 
the opportunity to speak or attend a 
ministry conference, I took one of my 
kids with me so they could be exposed 
to great ministries that were doing 
God’s work. These are memories we 
will never forget.” – Erik

•	 Start early – “I remember taking toys to 
an orphanage when I was six.” – Emily
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Teaching my children to give

generous? What’s the most fun 
you’ve had giving as a family? 
Make some new memories this 
season such as using the summer 
break to volunteer together. For 
more ideas, go to  
NationalChristian.com/kidsgivingtips.

Pray with your child for 
opportunities to be generous with 
your neighbors, their friends, or 
those you don’t even know. 

Celebrate and praise your 
children when you see them 
being generous. What is rewarded 
will always be repeated. 

Training the next stewards of 
our wealth is one of the greatest 
opportunities we have as parents 
... and one of our greatest joys.

Sincerely, 

David H. Wills
President
The National Christian Foundation

P.S. Grandparents, this applies to 
your grandkids as well!

Erik Daniels
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There are five questions every family should ask about money. And NCF’s Family. Money. will help you 

address those issues so that you can avoid the most common pitfalls of wealth and inheritance that 

hurt many families today. You’ll learn how to develop your own Family Stewardship Philosophy, the 

three steps to family money harmony, and the four phases of wealth. A helpful Family Conversation 

Guide is also included. So don’t let your family get burned by wealth transfer. 

Call 800.681.6223 to order your free copy today.

Get your free copy of Family.Money.
A resource from NCF to help you deal with the dynamics of family money



Terry Parker, NCF’s Co-founder, once 
told me a story about a gentleman 
who asked for his advice regarding his 
estate plan. The man announced, “My 
accountants have put together a plan 
that will pass $50 million to my kids 
tax-free.” Sensing his desire to be used 
by God, Terry pointed out that he would 
have to face God and report that he had 
stewarded the money entrusted to him 
by simply passing it all to his kids. It 
didn’t take the man long to realize that to 
be a wise steward of his estate, he needed 
a more Kingdom-minded plan. Here are 
three important questions to consider:
 
1.	 How much is enough for me and my 

family? After a person has acquired 
and preserved wealth, how should it 
be utilized? To answer this question, 
you need a clear definition of your 
finish line. One of NCF’s founding 
visionaries, Larry Burkett, set a 
modest standard of living and gave 
away the rest. Before he passed away, 
his book sales one year were very 
strong, enabling him to give away 
$800,000. Larry knew what it meant 
to stop at the finish line each year. 
And he never lacked for anything.

2.	 How much should I give to the next 
steward? Who is your next steward

and are they prepared? Most people give 
very little thought to this question. The 
default plan is to divide the remaining 
estate equally among the heirs, pass on as 
much as possible at the lowest possible 
tax cost, and never discuss those plans 
before death. But this approach overlooks 
crucial factors to planning God’s way 
such as instilling a good work ethic, and 
preparing children to manage wealth with 
grace and generosity.   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

3.	 Should I give now or later? Once 
you’ve determined how much is 
enough for you and your heirs, the 
rest of your estate is free for giving. 
And that process can start now…
which is exactly what the gentleman 
from Terry’s story decided to do. After 
setting a finish line for himself and 
his kids, he opened an NCF Giving 
Fund and started to give away some 
of his accumulated wealth. Over the 
years, his new plan helped bring 
more purpose to his life. 

Three questions for a wise steward’s estate by NCF President, David Wills
How do I organize my estate to honor God? 

“The best gift you gave me in 20 years!”  
The NCF Joy of Giving Fund is a surprising gift for moms and college grads this season.

When Roger Sulhoff was trying to think of a way to surprise his wife, Nancy, with a unique gift, 

he decided to open a Joy of Giving Fund in her name and pre-funded it so she could make gifts 

to her favorite ministries. Nancy asked, “Is this mine to give to whatever ministry I decide?” 

When Roger answered, “yes,” he said, “Even more tears welled up in her eyes. This was such 

a special experience for us, it will never be forgotten.” To surprise your loved ones, go to  

NationalChristian.com/joy.

Typical
(wait until death)

Kingdom-focused
(start today)

.5%
giving

99.5%
lifestyle/kids

75%
lifestyle/kids

25% giving

Consider this: The typical American family allocates less than .5% of their estate for charitable giving, and 
they wait until death to distribute it. But if you set a financial finish line for lifestyle needs and determine 
how much is beneficial to leave your children, you can give a much greater percentage to the Kingdom 
and experience the joy of giving it now.



Ask Terry:  
What are some issues to consider regarding inheritance?

One of the most misunderstood 
concepts we have as believers is 
inheritance. I was fortunate enough 
to gain a life-changing perspective on 
this subject years ago from one of the 
most respected authorities in Christian 
finance, Larry Burkett. Larry was a good 
friend of mine and I had the privilege to 
sit at his feet for 28 years before he went 
home to be with the Lord in 2003. I 
would like to share some of his timeless 
wisdom with you.

I first met Larry Burkett in the early 
1970’s when I was a young attorney. 
I had dedicated my law practice to 
the Lord but I was somewhat taken 
aback when I learned what Larry had 
done with his business. He had a very 
successful company that provided 
important electronic components 
to NASA’s Apollo moon project. But 
Larry sold it for a substantial amount 
and gave away all of his share to the 
Kingdom, rather than keeping even a 
portion of it to live on. When I asked 
him why he would do such a thing, he 
said, “I don’t want to rely on money; I 
want to rely on God.”

Larry’s faith really opened my eyes to 
the temptation that inherited wealth 
can be to a child who hasn’t been given 
the opportunity to rely on God. It’s easy 
to overlook the character that develops 
when a young person is allowed to work 

for their sustenance. The Bible says you 
cannot serve God and money so why 
would parents want to start their kids off 
strong on the money side and weak in 
their reliance on God?

One woman I know has a different 
plan. She is giving each of her 
grandchildren $50,000 if they go on a 
six-month Christian missions trip by 
the age of 23, to an underdeveloped 
part of the world with an organization 
that is helping the poor and sharing 
the Gospel. If they opt out, the money 
will go to a predetermined charity. 
This grandmother’s wisdom ensures 
that if her money passes to the next 
generation, it will most likely be 
accompanied by godly character.

There are many ways to prepare your 
heirs. But whatever you decide, don’t take 
a careless approach to inheritance – it 
is more important to pass on a spiritual 
inheritance than a financial one. After all, 
do you want to teach your children to rely 
on money, or to rely on God?

Terry Parker, NCF Co-
founder and Chairman 
Emeritus, is one of the 
country’s leading experts 
on wealth transfer. To 
download his article, 
“15 Questions To Answer 
Before Preparing 
Your Will,” go to 
NationalChristian.com/15questions.
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The National Christian 
Foundation® (NCF) 
exists to enable faithful
stewards to give wisely to
further the Gospel of Jesus
Christ.  Since 1982, NCF and
our nationwide network of
Local Christian Foundation 
Affiliates (LCFs) have granted 
more than $2 billion to over 
18,000 churches, ministries, 
and non-profits worldwide.
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NationalChristian.com.
To find an LCF near you, visit
Localchristianfoundations.org.
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