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What will happen to my charitable 
giving upon my death?  How can I 
be sure my charitable dollars will go 
to the right ministries?  These are 
questions on the minds of a growing 
number of Christians today, and  
The National Christian Foundation 
(NCF) has several ways to help you 
meet these challenges and design a 
long-lasting giving legacy.

The easiest option is to complete the 
“Giving Fund Letter of Advisement,” 
which can be found on the “Forms 
& Reports” page on NCF’s website 
(www.nationalchristian.com).  This 
form allows you to:

Name a trusted “Successor 
Advisor(s)” – such as a child, a 
spouse, a friend, or your financial 
advisor – to manage your NCF 
Giving Fund after your death,  

Transfer your Giving Fund’s 
balance into new Funds for your 
heirs or others, or

•

•

Recommend grants to ministries 
from the balance in your Fund, 
which NCF can distribute after 
your death.

In each of these cases, your 
documented written instructions will 
serve as a guide for your successors 
or for NCF to continue your giving 
in the same manner you would have 
during your life. 

Another creative option to continue 
post-life giving is the NCF Legacy 
Fund, in which NCF takes a much 
more active role in faithfully 
maintaining your giving intent after 
you’re gone – including researching 
ministry effectiveness, managing 
complex grant schedules, and 
identifying new opportunities that 
meet your written criteria.

To learn more about legacy giving 
through NCF, visit our website at 
www.nationalchristian.com or call us 
at 800.681.6223.

•

How secure is your giving legacy?
NCF makes it simple for your giving to continue after you’re gone

Every Monday morning at NCF, 
our staff joins together for a 
weekly devotional – a time of 
Bible teaching, prayer, and 
worship of our wonderful God.
And every Monday, we pass 
out postcards addressed to the 
individuals that give through us, 
and then we pray for them.

This is just one of the many 
ways that we at NCF view 
ourselves as a ministry.  By 
serving individuals, families, 
churches, ministries, and 
professional advisors, NCF 
plays a vital role in funding the 
Great Commission.  While we 
aren’t the “hands and feet” in 
ministry – we’re not the ones 
passing out Bibles or serving 
hot meals to the needy – we 
are an integral component of 
funding such work.
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A tax-smart and creative way to give 
is to name your NCF Giving Fund 
as the beneficiary of all or a portion 
of your estate (through wills, trusts, 
insurance policies, and retirement 
plans, for example).  This allows you 
to reduce your estate’s tax burden 
upon your death, while also ensuring 
that your giving goals and objectives 
are carried out after you are gone. 

Once the proceeds from your estate 
move into your Fund, NCF then 
carries out your giving instructions 
that you prepared when you were 
living (see the story on page 1 for 
options).  

What are the benefits of testamentary 
giving through NCF?

Opportunity.  You can decide 
today how you want the 
charitable portion of your estate 
to be handled after you are gone.

Flexibility.  During your lifetime, 
you can change the list of 
organizations you wish to 
support at any time, without 
going through the costly 
expense of amending your legal 
documents.  A simple letter to 
NCF suffices. 
 
 
 

•

•

Simplicity.  Setting up a Giving 
Fund is simple and fast to do.  
Then, you draft testamentary 
instructions and leave most of 
the paperwork to us.

Christian-focus.  Aligning with 
NCF ensures you that you 
are working with people that 
have the same mission as your 
own.  We help you carryout the 
responsibility God has given you 
over your assets after you are 
gone.

To learn more about creative ways 
to pass on your estate through 
charitable giving, call NCF at 
800.681.6223.

•

•
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The National Christian 
FoundationSM (NCF) 
exists to enable faithful
stewards to give wisely to
further the Gospel of Jesus
Christ.  Since 1982, NCF and
our network of Local Christian
Foundation affiliates (LCFs)
have granted more than
$1 billion to over 15,000
churches and ministries
around the world.

To learn more or to open your
NCF Giving FundSM today, visit
www.nationalchristian.com.
To find an LCF near you, visit
www.localchristianfoundations.org.

11625 Rainwater Drive
Suite 500
Alpharetta Georgia 30004
800.681.6223
www.nationalchristian.com

NCF’s Growing Network of
Local Christian Foundation Affiliates

Naming NCF as a beneficiary of your estate
Wills and IRAs are just a few of the creative ways to further your giving objectives
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“NCF works seamlessly with our  
professional advisor.  They’re  
responsive and professional.   
They help us be disciplined about 
our giving.  And their wonderfully 
interactive website means they’re 
always accessible.”

– Pat McKinney, donor

NCF staff, June 2007





In 1982, when Larry Burkett, 
Ron Blue, and Terry Parker were 
discussing NCF’s creation, they were 
of one mind that they wanted to 
keep NCF’s Board of Directors small.  
For 17 years, NCF only had these 
three men as Board members.  They 
prayed often, talked regularly, sought 
God’s wisdom in every decision, and 
never made a decision that was not 
unanimous.

In later years, when NCF applied 
to the Evangelical Council for 
Financial Accountability (ECFA) for 
membership, we needed to have at 
least five Board members.  Therefore, 
we added two members, and with 
Larry Burkett’s passing in 2003, we 
added another.

Today, NCF’s Board of five 
members (with two more as 
Members Emeritus) continues to be 
unanimous in their decisions, and 
they continue to operate with one 
mind and heart. 

Many times we are asked by donors 
how they can be certain that NCF 
will be the same Christ-centered 
organization 25 years from now that 
it is today.  This is important to givers 
because so many have included NCF 
as a beneficiary in their wills, trusts, 
insurance policies, and retirement 
plans.  

Here are several answers:

Consistency in Beliefs – Every 
year, all Board members must 
reaffirm NCF’s statement of faith. 

Small in size – Keeping the 
Board small protects against the 
addition of future members that 
do not share our ideals.

Members for life – Though each 
member is elected annually, 
there is an expectation that they 
will serve for life.

Handpicked selections – The 
current board has identified a list 
of highly-qualified prospective 
future members.

Active donors – Each person is 
an active participant in NCF’s 
ministry because they have 
chosen to give through NCF.

Experts in key subjects – Each 
member brings valuable 
expertise and experience to the 
process of governing a large, 
financially oriented non-profit.

NCF’s Board members know they are 
charged with a great responsibility.  
And their goal is to make certain that 
every dollar that comes to NCF is 
ultimately distributed in a manner 
consistent with the overall desires 
of givers, and with NCF’s mission to 
enable faithful stewards to give wisely 
to further the Gospel of Jesus Christ.

•

•

•

•

•

•
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NCF’s Board:  A history and future of strength
Key safeguards assure the future stability of NCF’s Board of Directors

Faithfully following his father’s 
excellent example, Earl Patrick 
and his wife Barbara have tithed 
throughout their forty-one years of 
marriage together.  To better manage 
their giving, they opened an NCF 
Giving Fund, and as their resources 
have grown, so has their passion for 
Biblical stewardship.  

But around 2000, Earl and Barbara 
grew increasingly aware that they 
were not adequately sharing their 
stewardship vision with their three 
sons, who were then all in their 
twenties.  They decided to have 
a family meeting to discuss their 
annual grant recommendations. 

“We wanted our sons to catch a 
glimpse of what Barbara and I were 
enjoying,” Earl explains, “and we 
wanted them to be able to carry 

our giving legacy forward after our 
deaths.  We realized that we needed 
to be intentional if we wanted to 
instill our passion for giving in the 
next generation.”

The Patricks usually hold their 
annual family stewardship meetings 
in February or March at Earl and 
Barbara’s home in Waco, Texas.  This 
past year, Earl and Barbara invited 
their thirty-eighty-year-old eldest 
son, Brint, to run the meeting.  Brint 
came prepared with information 
describing numerous innovative 
giving opportunities and provided 
excellent leadership.  

“As a result of our family 
interactions, my perspective on 
giving has changed,” says middle 
son, Matt.  “I used to be almost 
exclusively interested in hands-

on organizations that work with 
the poor and marginalized in our 
own community.  Brint’s input 
has encouraged me to think 
more globally.  I think we all have 
benefited from the diversity of 
convictions and insights expressed 
in our family’s meetings.” 

“It’s been touching and encouraging 
watching our children, and even our 
grandchildren, develop a passion for 
giving,” comments Barbara.  “Brint’s 
four-year-old son Noah personally 
sponsors a child from a village in 
Mozambique through our NCF Giving 
Fund.  He has a photo of the child, 
which makes the giving experience 
very real and exciting to him.”

Read a longer version of the 
Patrick’s giving story at www.
nationalchristian.com/stories.

www.nationalchristian.com

Passing the torch of Biblical stewardship
 The Patrick Family’s Giving Story

One of the core philosophies 
that we have adhered to since 
our founding is that we do not 
want to be in competition with 
the ministries and churches 
we serve.  In other words, 
when we speak with givers, we 
never request to be the final 
recipient of their gifts.  Because 
of this, however, some people 
view NCF more like a bank or 
a brokerage house.  We work 
hard, however, to dispel such 
perceptions.  Just ask any NCF 
staff member, and they will 
tell you that they feel called to 
work at NCF because of the 
incredible ministry role we play.

The generous individuals we 
serve need an effective and 
efficient way to send gifts at the 
right time to those doing hands-
on ministry work, and NCF is 
privileged to fill that role.

Working together with you to 
fund the completion of the 
Great Commission,

David H. Wills

NCF President

In recent years, NCF’s has 
experienced dramatic growth in the 
size of our Atlanta headquarters 
staff.  As a result, we are expanding 
our office to a larger location 
several miles further north in 
greater Atlanta.  

Our new address is:

11625 Rainwater Drive
Suite 500
Alpharetta Georgia 30004
800.681.6223 (phone unchanged)

www.nationalchristian.com (web unchanged)  

NCF’s office address is changing! 

NCF’s Board of Directors, from left:
Terry Parker (chairman), Jim Blankemeyer, Jess Correll, Phil Drake, Sandra Johnson

Atlanta

Earl Patrick (right),  
with son Brint and grandson Noah


