


As a single mom with a young 
daughter, Lisa Wen is passionate about 
making the world a better place…and 
she’s taking steps to do that today and 
for years to come.

Lisa explains, “I think it’s important to 
ask why God has given me the things 
I have. It is because I am His steward, 
and it is my joy and privilege to give. 
Managing my wealth with a focus on 
myself only leads to emptiness, and 
there’s no joy in that.”

In 2006, Lisa attended a conference 
hosted by �e Gathering and met 
Gathering president, Fred Smith. 
She mentioned to him that she 
was thinking of starting a private 
foundation and that she needed to 
do due diligence on a ministry she 
was considering for a large gift. She 
also wanted to give a signi�cant 

anonymous gift. Fred suggested she 
contact NCF and its local A�liates. 

Lisa says, “�ey advised me to open a 
Giving Fund. �at way I could avoid 
the administrative costs and hassles 
of a private foundation and give 
anonymously as well.” 

One of Lisa’s giving passions is 
supporting e�orts to bring clean water 
to poor communities. She and her 
seven-year-old daughter, Ellie, traveled 
to Kenya and Uganda with Lifewater 
International last year. 

Lisa says, “It was an eye-opening 
experience for Ellie to see many kids her 
own age, and even younger, fetching 
water and walking for hours every 
day with heavy jugs on their heads…
carrying water that’s un�t to drink.” 
As a single parent, Lisa wants to make 

sure that Ellie has safeguards in place 
to guide her when she is given more 
responsibility. So she opened a Legacy 
Fund, an enhanced type of Giving 
Fund in which NCF and it’s Irvine, CA 
A�liate (�e Foundation for Christian 
Stewardship) will assume greater 
responsibility to ensure that her giving 
desires will be faithfully carried out 
after she is gone. 

 

entrepreneurs who have a heart to give. 
But NCF has a smart way for anyone 
who holds an interest in a privately-
held company to maximize their giving 
and tax savings – a strategy known 
as “Give and Hold.” You can give a 
partial non-controlling interest in your 
business to your Giving Fund now 
for substantial tax savings… and still 
maintain control over your company 
while helping ministries when they 
need it most. 

Rising cost of inheritance?
With rumors of higher estate taxes, it 
might be time to accelerate your estate 
plan. And if the value of your assets 
have dropped, that means your estate 
taxes will, too. With the help of our 
charitable gift planning experts, you 
may be able to pass on more to your 
family and the causes you support. 

Troubling news and �nancial fears?
�e constant barrage of bad news that 
is broadcast every day can be troubling. 
You can’t change the headlines, but you 
can change how money management 
a�ects your family. NCF has two new 
resources to help you address your 
family money issues and embrace 
generosity: 1) our new book, Family. 
Money. Five Questions Every Family 
Should Ask About Money (see below), 
and 2) our new Generosity devotional 
with best-selling author, Gordon 
MacDonald (see bottom right – page 3). 

To learn more about NCF’s innovative 
giving solutions, please call us at 
800.681.6223 or visit us online at
www.nationalchristian.com.
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allowed us to grasp the important 
role we play as a storehouse – a 
place where resources are stored 
up during times of plenty – so 
that during times of want such 
as this, money is available when 
ministries need it most. 

And we were thankful for the 
growing importance of our 
expertise in receiving appreciated 
noncash assets. In fact, over a 
quarter of the $470+ million* in 
contributions we accepted in 
2008 came from non-liquid gifts 
such as business interests and 
real estate. Our ability to help 
ministries and churches accept 
these types of gifts will be more 
important than ever in 2009 when 
stock giving will most likely be 
down. 

So it is with a heart of gratitude to 
God and to you, that we embrace 
this New Year. �ank you for 
allowing us to continue the Giving 
Journey with you.

Sincerely, 

David H. Wills
President
�e National Christian Foundation 

*these numbers are based on pre-audited estimates

Lisa Wen, and her daughter, Ellie, give through 
�e Foundation for Christian Stewardship, NCF�s A�liate in Irvine, CA.

Launching a Legacy of Giving
On the Giving Journey with Lisa Wen

�Establishing my Legacy Fund was 
easy,� says Lisa. �It really helped 
me de�ne my giving priorities. Now, 
Ellie can gain experience in decision-
making, and I can rest assured that 
the causes we believe in will have our 
support for generations to come.�

NCF�s new Generosity devotional with Gordon MacDonald

When everyone else is scrambling to preserve their wealth, Christians have a unique 

opportunity to give. �is inspiring four-week devotional is designed to open your heart to the 

blessing of generosity and provide practical steps to embrace “life that is truly life.” Perfect for 

small group studies, Generosity is available to order in bulk for your church, or ministry.

To pay for the books, you can request a transfer of dollars from your Giving Fund to NCF. 

Call 800.681.6223 to learn more about bulk orders, or to request your personal free copy.

NCF helps you face the facts of 
Family. Money.
When it comes to money, there are �ve questions every 
family should ask about wealth. Family. Money. helps you 
address these questions so that you can avoid the most 
common pitfalls of wealth and inheritance. 

Call 800.681.6223 to request your free copy.






